
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 6 (Part 3) 
The first half of Matthew 6 speaks to what many would consider “spiritual life” addressing righteous acts like praying and 
fasting.  The second half of the chapter addresses what some would call “practical life” as it speaks about money and 
possessions.  But as we will discover, being a disciple of Jesus Christ preparing for and living in light of God’s coming Kingdom, all of 
life is spiritual.  
 
Matthew 6:19-21 - Treasure 
 

- How do you know you treasure something? 
- Which reward are we living for? 
- How do you “store up treasure on earth?”  How do you “store up treasure in heaven?” 
- What are things that will last forever?  What are things that will not? 

 
We have many usages of “reward” in Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus is speaking on something that is very common in the human experience - 
reward, treasure, value, getting something out of what you’re doing etc.  Here’s a few examples: 
 

Matthew 5:12 - "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 
 
Matthew 5:46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
 
Matthew 6:1-4 - "Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with 
your Father who is in heaven. 2  "So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 - "But 
when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4  so that your giving will be in 
secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.  
 
Matthew 6:5-6 - When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on 
the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6  "But you, when you 
pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in 
secret will reward you. 
 
Matthew 6:16-18 - Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they neglect their appearance so that 
they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 17 "But you, when you fast, 
anoint your head and wash your face 18  so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 
 
Matthew 10:41-42 - He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he who receives a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. 42 And whoever in the name of a disciple 
gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward." 
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Heaven Is A Safe Storehouse:  
 
Any of the eternal things we are entrusting in God’s care are safe and secure in God’s heavenly storehouse.  In Scripture, apart from 
the dwelling place of God, heaven is spoken of as the place where eternal things are kept, away from earthly tarnishing and 
corruption. These rewards and treasures are registered and kept in heaven and then brought to the restored earth at the return of 
Jesus.  Here is how Revelation ends: 
 

Revelation 22:12 - "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 
 
Matthew 6:22-23 - Vision 
 
This speaks to attention, vision and what a person is focused on.  Is what you are focused on in life bringing in good things to your 
heart or evil things?  This verse being spoken in the context of money and material things addresses the human tendency to be 
preoccupied with work, money, worldly goals, etc.  While these things have their place in life, to have a misordered placed leads to 
evil hearts. 
 

“Materialism does not relate to how much we actually possess, but to what our attitude to material things is.” (Charles Price, 
Focus On The Bible: Matthew”, page 138) 

 
Matthew 6:24 - Master 
 
Most of us wouldn’t have admitted that we serve wealth as a master.  That’s someone else we know, that’s the problem of the uber 
wealthy or high powered CEOs.  But the truth is, Jesus takes his listeners on a journey which leads to honest assessment.  He doesn’t 
lead with “you are serving wealth as a master” - he instead asks “what do you value/treasure?” His follow up is, “where is your 
focus and how is that focus affecting you?”  And then he lands with the straight forward truth - you cannot serve two 
masters.  What becomes our master begins with what we treasure/value.   
  The progression of this section is treasure → vision → master. 
 
So what if you decide to make Jesus our master and treasure and focus on eternal things - how should we feel about the very real 
needs we have in this life? Jesus addresses this in the immediate context as he starts the next section by saying “for this reason I 
say to you…” 
 
Matthew 6:25-34 - Seek The Kingdom, Don’t Worry About This Life 
 
Instead of seeking the things of this world, seek God’s kingdom. Instead of worrying like someone who doesn’t know God as Father 
(Gentiles), trust that God will take care of you and be reminded of that when you see the birds, grass and flowers. 
 
There are many causes of worry - but one question we should ask when worried is “how can I trust God in this area”. 
 
Believing in and living for God’s coming Kingdom is not some trivial morale booster or a way to give us some pep in our step - it is a 
paradigm changing reality that recolors and reframes and repositions all of life.  Things that used to matter, don’t and things that 
used to not matter now do.  It affects our emotional life, our financial bottom line, our daily choices and our life dreams and 
goals.  May we seek first God’s kingdom and know Jesus as the good master he is. 
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